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Ancient Civilization
One of the most common characteristic of some of the most influential civilizations in history is the influence of religion (Scarre & Fagan, 2016). In ancient civilization, religion played a vital role in moulding the social structures that defined the behaviour of people and the delegation of power. Therefore, religion was, in most cases used by the governments to make them powerful at the expense of the people’s faith. As a result, religion saw the fall and rise of various civilizations. This is evident in various ancient civilizations, including the Zhou dynasty of China and the Mauryan Empire of India (Scarre & Fagan, 2016). 
In Ancient China, people believed in a heavenly mandate that chose the specific leader or emperor to lead the people based on various factors such as power and wisdom (Tan, 2018). The choice on who to lead the people of China was based on the belief that the winners in battle were the ideal leaders, unlike the losers. This specific religion was referred to as the Confucianism religion, and it played a vital role in the Zhou dynasty. The religion of Confucianism propelled the overthrowing of the previous civilization from leadership for not seeming fit to keep leading the people of China. Therefore, the Zhou dynasty gained its leadership power from religion. 
Consequently, during the rule of this civilization, the religion of Confucianism governed how people behaved and their beliefs. Specifically, the people believed that the chosen leader was the son of heaven; therefore, they followed the ruling with the belief that it was mandated from heaven. In addition, the religion of Confucianism also influenced the perception of wealth by the people since they believed that essential things in life were not material things (Tan, 2018). As a result, society during the Zhou dynasty was structured, and more effort was given by the social class, which led to increased productivity.
Similarly, in India, religion saw through the rise and fall of various civilizations (Geary & Mukherjee, 2016). During the rule of the Mauryan Empire of India, religion defined various things, including the powers allocated to the kingships and the roles performed by the same. The integration of religion and the government was made possible by an individual known as Ashoka, who was relevant to both. Moreover, some of the significant decisions made by the state were approved by Buddhist since the religion influencing the state at the time was Buddhism (Geary & Mukherjee, 2016). This religion also allowed the existence of other religions in the state, such as the orthodox Brahmins; however, this was based on the nature of the specific religion. Buddhism allowed the existence of other religions based on its morality rather than the beliefs of the particular religion. However, this same aspect led to the fall of civilization due to disagreements with other religions. Besides, it is apparent that the power of both civilizations was defined by religion and the faith people had on the specific leaderships was also influenced by religion (Scarre & Fagan, 2016).
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